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The Coming of the Lord - 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 and 5:11 
 
Topics   
Assurance, Death, Future, Hope, Jesus Christ, Resurrection, 
Second Coming 
 
Open It Questions 
1. How can the death of a loved one change a person’s life?  
             
             
              
 

2. What do you think happens to us when we die?  

             
             
              
 

3. How do you react when you hear predictions about the end 
 of the world?  
             
             
              
 
  

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Th+4%3A13-5%3A11
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Assurance&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Death&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Future&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Hope&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Jesus%20Christ&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Resurrection&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Second%20Coming&QueryType=T&Scope=CB


2 | P a g e  Adult Questions for LESSONMaker. 
 
 

Explore It Questions 
4. What concern was Paul addressing? (4:13-14)  
             
             
              
 

5. How is a Christian’s grief over the loss of a loved one 
 different from a non-Christian’s grief? (4:13-14)  
             
             
              
 

6. What was the source of Paul’s teaching about what happens 
 to those who die? (4:15)  
             
             
              
 

7. What sequence of events will signal the Lord’s return? 
 (4:16-17)  
             
             
              
  

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Th+4%3A13-14
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Th+4%3A13-14
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Th+4%3A15
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Th+4%3A16-17
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8. What effect did Paul believe this teaching about the Lord’s 
 return would have on his listeners? (4:18)  
             
             
              
 

9. When will the Lord return? (5:1-2)  

             
             
              
 

10. How will the Lord return? (5:1-3)  

             
             
              
 

11. What contrast is there between believers and non-
 believers? (5:4-8)  
             
             
              
 

  

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Th+4%3A18
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Th+5%3A1-2
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Th+5%3A1-3
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Th+5%3A4-8
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12. What should we do to get ready for the Lord’s return?  
 (5:6-8) 
             
             
              
 

13. What roles should faith, hope, and love play in our lives? 
 (5:8)  
             
             
              
 

14. To what does God appoint believers? (5:9-10)  

             
             
              
 

15. For what reason can we be assured of our salvation?  
 (5:9- 10)  
             
             
              
  

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Th+5%3A6-8
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Th+5%3A8
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Th+5%3A9-10
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Th+5%3A9-10
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16. How should a believer use this information to help others? 
 (5:11)  
             
             
              
 

Get It Questions 
17. How should a Christian mourn the death of a fellow 
 believer?  
             
             
              
 

18. Who has no hope when they die?  

             
             
              
 

19. What hope do Christians have in death?  

             
             
              
  

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Th+5%3A11
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20. How can these words help a person who is grieving over 
 loved ones who have died?  
             
             
              
 

21. Why is the date and time of Christ’s Second Coming of 
 such interest to many people?  
             
             
              
 

22. What influence should the promise of Christ’s Second 
 Coming have on how a person lives day to day?  
             
             
              
 

23. How are faith and love like a breastplate? 
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24. How is salvation like a helmet?  

             
             
              
 
25. How can talking about God’s promises for our future 
 encourage us in our daily lives?  
             
             
              
 

Apply It Questions 
26. What can you do to make sure you are ready for Christ’s 
 return each day?  
             
             
              
 

27. What hope can you share with someone who is convinced 
 that death is the end of our existence?  
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1. How can the death 
of a loved one 
change a person’s 
life? 



OPEN IT 
QUESTIONS

“The Coming of the Lord”
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3. How do you react when 
you hear predictions 
about the end of the 
world? 
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INTRODUCTION

“The Coming of the Lord”
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 and 5:1-11

Paul always taught people about the 
future—that salvation carried a promise 
of eternal life. He surely told his 
audiences that the same Jesus Christ who 
died, arose, and ascended would one day 
return. This would be his “Second 
Coming” (2:19). The believers knew that 
this could occur at any time and that it 
would be unannounced. 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Th+2%3A19


INTRODUCTION

“The Coming of the Lord”
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 and 5:1-11

The rest of chapter 4 and the first 
part of chapter 5 seem to be 
addressing several questions that 
had come from the church through 
Timothy regarding the resurrection 
of believers and the Second 
Coming.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Th+4
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Th+5
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SCRIPTURE
(4:13-14 NLT)

“The Coming of the Lord”
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 and 5:1-11

13 And now, dear brothers and sisters, we 
want you to know what will happen to 
the believers who have died so you will 
not grieve like people who have no 
hope.
14 For since we believe that Jesus died 
and was raised to life again, we also 
believe that when Jesus returns, God will 
bring back with him the believers who 
have died.



SCRIPTURE
(4:15-16 NLT)

“The Coming of the Lord”
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 and 5:1-11

15 We tell you this directly from the Lord: 
We who are still living when the Lord 
returns will not meet him ahead of those 
who have died.
16 For the Lord himself will come down 
from heaven with a commanding shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, and with 
the trumpet call of God. First, the 
believers who have died will rise from 
their graves.



SCRIPTURE
(4:17-18 NLT)

“The Coming of the Lord”
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 and 5:1-11

17 Then, together with them, we 
who are still alive and remain on 
the earth will be caught up in the 
clouds to meet the Lord in the air. 
Then we will be with the Lord 
forever.
18 So encourage each other with 
these words.
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“The Coming of the Lord”
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 and 5:1-11



EXPLORE IT 
QUESTIONS

“The Coming of the Lord”
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 and 5:1-11

4. What concern was Paul addressing? 
(4:13-14) 

13 And now, dear brothers and sisters, we want 
you to know what will happen to the believers 
who have died so you will not grieve like people 
who have no hope.
14 For since we believe that Jesus died and was 
raised to life again, we also believe that when 
Jesus returns, God will bring back with him the 
believers who have died.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Th+4%3A13-14


EXPLORE IT 
QUESTIONS

“The Coming of the Lord”
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 and 5:1-11

13 And now, dear brothers and sisters, we want 
you to know what will happen to the believers 
who have died so you will not grieve like people 
who have no hope.
14 For since we believe that Jesus died and was 
raised to life again, we also believe that when 
Jesus returns, God will bring back with him the 
believers who have died.

5. How is a Christian’s grief over the loss of a 
loved one different from a non-Christian’s 
grief? (4:13-14) 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Th+4%3A13-14


EXPLORE IT 
QUESTIONS

“The Coming of the Lord”
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 and 5:1-11

6. What was the source of Paul’s teaching 
about what happens to those who die? 
(4:15) 

15 We tell you this directly from the 
Lord: We who are still living when 
the Lord returns will not meet him 
ahead of those who have died.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Th+4%3A15


EXPLORE IT 
QUESTIONS

“The Coming of the Lord”
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 and 5:1-11

7. What sequence of events will signal the 
Lord’s return? (4:16-17) 

16 For the Lord himself will come down from 
heaven with a commanding shout, with the 
voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet call 
of God. First, the believers who have died will 
rise from their graves.
17 Then, together with them, we who are still 
alive and remain on the earth will be caught up 
in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. Then 
we will be with the Lord forever.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Th+4%3A16-17


EXPLORE IT 
QUESTIONS

“The Coming of the Lord”
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 and 5:1-11

8. What effect did Paul believe this teaching 
about the Lord’s return would have on 
his listeners? (4:18) 

18 So encourage each other 
with these words.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Th+4%3A18


SCRIPTURE
(5:1-11 NLT)

“The Coming of the Lord”
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 and 5:1-11



SCRIPTURE
(5:1-3 NLT)

“The Coming of the Lord”
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 and 5:1-11

5:1Now concerning how and when all this will 
happen, dear brothers and sisters, we don’t 
really need to write you.
2 For you know quite well that the day of the 
Lord’s return will come unexpectedly, like a 
thief in the night.
3 When people are saying, “Everything is 
peaceful and secure,” then disaster will fall on 
them as suddenly as a pregnant woman’s labor 
pains begin. And there will be no escape.



SCRIPTURE
(5:4-7 NLT)

“The Coming of the Lord”
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 and 5:1-11

4 But you aren’t in the dark about these things, 
dear brothers and sisters, and you won’t be 
surprised when the day of the Lord comes like a 
thief.
5 For you are all children of the light and of the 
day; we don’t belong to darkness and night.
6 So be on your guard, not asleep like the others. 
Stay alert and be clearheaded.
7 Night is the time when people sleep, and 
drinkers get drunk.



SCRIPTURE
(5:8-11 NLT)

“The Coming of the Lord”
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 and 5:1-11

8 But let us who live in the light be clearheaded, 
protected by the armor of faith and love, and 
wearing as our helmet the confidence of our 
salvation.
9 For God chose to save us through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, not to pour out his anger on us.
10 Christ died for us so that, whether we are dead 
or alive when he returns, we can live with him 
forever.
11 So encourage each other and build each other 
up, just as you are already doing.



EXPLORE IT QUESTIONS
(continued)

“The Coming of the Lord”
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 and 5:1-11



EXPLORE IT 
QUESTIONS

“The Coming of the Lord”
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 and 5:1-11

9. When will the Lord return? 
(5:1-2) 

5:1Now concerning how and when all this 
will happen, dear brothers and 
sisters, we don’t really need to write you.
2 For you know quite well that the day of 
the Lord’s return will come unexpectedly, 
like a thief in the night.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Th+5%3A1-2


EXPLORE IT 
QUESTIONS

“The Coming of the Lord”
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 and 5:1-11

5:1Now concerning how and when all this will 
happen, dear brothers and sisters, we don’t really 
need to write you.
2 For you know quite well that the day of the Lord’s 
return will come unexpectedly, like a thief in the 
night.
3 When people are saying, “Everything is peaceful 
and secure,” then disaster will fall on them as 
suddenly as a pregnant woman’s labor pains 
begin. And there will be no escape.

10. How will the Lord return? (5:1-3) 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Th+5%3A1-3


EXPLORE IT 
QUESTIONS

“The Coming of the Lord”
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 and 5:1-11

11. What contrast is there between believers and non-
believers? (5:4-8) 

4 But you aren’t in the dark about these things, dear brothers 
and sisters, and you won’t be surprised when the day of the 
Lord comes like a thief.
5 For you are all children of the light and of the day; we don’t 
belong to darkness and night.
6 So be on your guard, not asleep like the others. Stay alert and 
be clearheaded.
7 Night is the time when people sleep, and drinkers get drunk.
8 But let us who live in the light be clearheaded, protected by 
the armor of faith and love, and wearing as our helmet the 
confidence of our salvation.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Th+5%3A4-8


EXPLORE IT 
QUESTIONS

“The Coming of the Lord”
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 and 5:1-11

6 So be on your guard, not asleep like the others. Stay 
alert and be clearheaded.
7 Night is the time when people sleep, and drinkers 
get drunk.
8 But let us who live in the light be clearheaded, 
protected by the armor of faith and love, and 
wearing as our helmet the confidence of our 
salvation.

12. What should we do to get ready for the 
Lord’s return? (5:6-8)

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Th+5%3A6-8


EXPLORE IT 
QUESTIONS

“The Coming of the Lord”
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 and 5:1-11

8 But let us who live in the light be clearheaded, 
protected by the armor of faith and love, and 
wearing as our helmet the confidence of our 
salvation.

13. What roles should faith, hope, and love 
play in our lives? (5:8) 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Th+5%3A8


EXPLORE IT 
QUESTIONS

“The Coming of the Lord”
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 and 5:1-11

14. To what does God appoint believers? 
(5:9-10) 

9 For God chose to save us through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, not to pour out his anger on us.
10 Christ died for us so that, whether we are 
dead or alive when he returns, we can live with 
him forever.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Th+5%3A9-10


EXPLORE IT 
QUESTIONS

“The Coming of the Lord”
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 and 5:1-11

9 For God chose to save us through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, not to pour out his anger on us.
10 Christ died for us so that, whether we are 
dead or alive when he returns, we can live with 
him forever.

15. For what reason can we be assured of our 
salvation? (5:9-10) 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Th+5%3A9-10


EXPLORE IT 
QUESTIONS

“The Coming of the Lord”
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 and 5:1-11

16. How should a believer use this 
information to help others? (5:11) 

11 So encourage each other and 
build each other up, just as you 
are already doing.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Th+5%3A11


GET IT QUESTIONS
#17 TO #25

(See Participant Handout

“The Coming of the Lord”
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 and 5:1-11



APPLY IT QUESTIONS
#26 TO #27

(See Participant Handout

“The Coming of the Lord”
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 and 5:1-11



NEXT WEEK’S LESSON

“Paul’s Final Instructions for a 
Healthy and Effective Church”

1 Thessalonians 5:12-28



PRAYER
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